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ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Society announces a change in the form and character of its publica- 
tions incident upon the adoption of a program of intensive research. With 
this issue the Geographical Review ceases to be a monthly periodical and be- 
comes a quarterly to be issued in January, April, July, and October. 

Parallel with the Review there will be issued a Research Series. Of four- 
teen numbers of the series already projected, two are in press (to be dis- 
tributed in a few weeks), and several others will be printed in the early 
months of the current year. The scope is comprehensive, and the contri- 
butions for the most part will be original in character. The first of the 
series is Bering's Voyages by Professor F. A. Golder. It contains the log- 
book of the famous voyage of exploration of 1741, a map of Bering's course 
as compiled by Captain Commandant E. P. Bertholf of the U. S. Coast 
Guard [retired], reproductions of old maps to illustrate the state of 
geographical knowledge of the North Pacific before Bering's time, and the 
historical and geographical setting of the problem by Professor Golder. 
The second volume in the series deals in the same manner with Steller's 
Journal. The third volume is a geographical study of the relation of 
topography to strategy as illustrated by actual examples from the battle 
fields of the late war ranging from the North Sea to the Balkans. Professor 
D. W. Johnson, the author, a Major in the United States Army, visited the 
chief theaters of action during 1918, and in this book, illustrated with many 
maps and photographs, he has made to the subject of military geography 
a contribution of the first importance. Other volumes of the Research 
Series will be announced as published. 

The Society, with the co-operation of the National Research Council, is 
preparing to publish a set of three maps of Africa dealing respectively with 
soils, vegetation, and land classification. These maps have been compiled on 
the scale of 1 : 5,000,000 by Messrs. C.F. Marbut of the U. S. Bureau of Soils 
and H. L. Shantz of the U. S. Bureau of Plant Industry after a systematic 
examination of a large collection of published material supplemented by 
study in Africa by Mr. Shantz lasting over a year. It is hoped that this, the 
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first document of the kind, will have a world-wide interest and utility, 
although it is of course largely preliminary in character. 

The time is opportune for a published announcement of the Society's 
plans for research in the geography of Hispanic America. The proposed 
work, of which a brief outline was presented at the April, 1920, meeting of 
the Association of American Geographers and the Society and shortly there- 
after to the National Research Council, Division of Geology and Geography 
at Washington, includes the preparation of a number of monographs and 
handbooks on selected regions and special geographical topics relating to the 
Hispanic American realm and Brazil. The work will involve the compilation 
and publication of maps — topographic and distributional — on various 
scales, but always including sheets on the scale of 1:1,000,000 which will 
conform to the scheme of the International Map. 

The program further includes the production of complete distributional 
maps of Hispanic America similar to the maps of Africa referred to above. 

The program has been initiated with Mr. Alan G. Ogilvie, formerly of the 
University of Manchester, England, in immediate charge. Professor F. J. 
Teggart, of the University of California, will have charge of the section of 
historical geography. Mr. G. M. McBride, former Librarian of the Society, 
has undertaken a part of the program, being engaged at present upon the 
question of land tenure in its geographical aspects. Various assistants have 
also been appointed, including scholars from several South American coun- 
tries. 

To meet the technical map requirements there will be established at the 
Society a School of Surveying. The School, which will be opened to students 
October i, 1921, will be under the direction of Dr. Alexander Hamilton 
Rice, a recent Gold Medalist of the Society and now one of its Vice-Presi- 
dents. It is proposed that graduates of the School shall be engaged in part 
in field surveys of high quality from which there will result improved topo- 
graphic data for the regions selected for geographic study. 

To insure the success of the undertaking the co-operation of the whole 
group of Hispanic American countries is contemplated. The Society is 
happy to say that assurances of such co-operation have been given in a 
cordial spirit that augurs well not only for immediate scientific results but 
also for the fostering of mutual understanding and sympathetic relationship 
towards which the field of geography offers a peculiarly fortunate approach. 



